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28 January 1963 


MEMORANDUM 
SUBJECT: Soviet Civil Air Route to Cubs 


1. The Soviet efivil airline, Aeroflot, inaug- 


_ Grated its Zirst regularly scheduled flight fron 


Moscow to Havana via Murmansk on 7 January 1063. 

The flight by a soviet TD-114 four-engine turboprop 
transport opened the first Soviet air route into 

the Western hemisphere and is billed by Moscew as 
the “world's longest regular nonstop air service." 

A roundtrip flight is now scheduled to be flown once 
& week rather than twice as announced initially by 
the USSR, 


2. The new route goes north from Moscow to 
Murmansk and from there, after & stop for refuel- 
ing, direct to Havana over neutral waters of the 
Norwegian and Greenland Seas, the Danish Straits, 
the Atlantic Ocean and the Straits of Plorida--a 
total distance of more than 6,500 miles. The route 
does not pags through the airepace of Western coun- 
tries, but the Soviets have requested the use of 
Bavigationsl and weather aids from Norway, Iceland, 
Canada, the UK and the US. The flight from Moscow 
to Havana is covered in about 16 hours flying time; 
the return trip from Havana to Moscow is shortened 
to about 14 hours because of favorable winds. By 
flying sonstep from Murmansk the USSR avoids the 
problem of obtaining overflight and landing rights 
from Weatern countries. These rights became in- 
creasingly difficuit for the soviets to obtain after 
the Cuban crisis erupted lest October. 


3. Although frequentiy alleged to be an ande- 
pendable aircraft, the TU-L14 probably is fully 
capable of servicing the Moscow-Havane route. Mein- 
tenance difficulties, which are coumon to this 
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transport-—-the largest commercial aircraft in use, 
may present sowe problesas, however, and Moscow has 
announced they are assigning five aireraft to the 
Cuban route, possibly iu anticipation of such diffi- 
culties. For the flight to Cuba the passenger load 
Bas been reduced to 60 from the normal 170 in order 
to carry more fuel. Im addition, up to 17,000 sounds 
of freight could be carried depending on the fuel 
load. Previously the only regularly scheduled TU~114 
service was on a route connecting Moscow and Ehaba- 
rovsk in the Soviet Far East. 


cc: Knoche 2/4/63 
DDCI 2/5/63 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


ACTION DIRECT REPLY | | PREPARE REPLY 


APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION 


COMMENT RETURN 
[| CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE 


Remarks: Attached is a memorandum de- 
scribing the non-stop Soviet civil air 
route to Cuba, It is forwarded in 
response to your request, via ODDI and 
AD/CI, of 25 January for the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, 


FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 


FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 


25X1 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
2430 E STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON 235, D. C. 


29 January 1963 


TO: Honorable Wayne Morse, Chairman 
Subc ommittee on American Republics Affairs 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 


FROM: John S. Warner 
Legislative Counsel 
Telephone: 


As a result of the hearing on 
25 January there were two items on which 
the Director agreed to furnish further infor- 
mation. Accordingly, he has requested that 
L for ward to the Subcommittee the two 
attached memoranda. 


John S. Warner 


FORM 40) 
eae NBSS previous : 
EDITIONS, 


The attached was provided to 
Senator Morse as result of 

DCI briefing of Committee on 
25 January 1963 and Sen. Morse 
had requested information. 


Isw_ 1/29/63 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY NOTICE TO RECIPIENT COURIER REC. NO. DATE SENT 
DOCUMENT RECEIPT Sign and Return as Shown on Reverse Side 29 Jan 63 
SENDER OF DOCUMENT(S} DATE DOCUMENT(S) SENT 


JohnS, Warner, Logislative Counsel 
DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT(S) SENT 


CIA NO. | DOCUMENT DATE] COPIES DOCUMENT TITLE ATTACHMENTS CLASS 
Orig& 1| Memo te Senator Morge Secre 
28 Jan 63) Orig & 1 "Soviet Civil Air Route to Cuba Conf 
RECIPIENT 
ADDRESS OF RECIPIENT SIGNATURE (ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF ABOVE DOCUMENT(S}) 


ae / 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee , ( Lh fd : 
United States Senate OFFICE DATE OF RECEIPT 


Washington 25, D.C, 


FORM 6] 5 USE PREVIOUS EDITIONS (33) 
1-61 : 
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TO: NON-CIA RECIPIENT 


Place signed receipt in envelope and transmit to: 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY te 
2430 E STREET NW. 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


at 


frp gp mre © 


TO: CIA RECIPIENT 


Place signed receipt in outgoing messenger box for return through agency messenger service. 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1961 OF —581 635 
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